United States today. For the lat
their score and a brief sumrnary of any progress ‘made.

improved patient Safety. The report SPGCIﬁCEﬂIy smgles out Medicare and Veterans
Administration studies as well as New York State studies that demonstrate no
improvement in patient safety with more stringent work hours restrictions. Conversely
the literature does demonstrate significant concerns with augmented risks associated with

an increasing number of handoffs.. The statement concludes by stating “It would serveno .~

~meaningful purpose to. arbttrarﬂy recommend a further reduction of resident duty hours
mthm}t ﬁrst canduetmg rzgorous Iarge scale studles on the entzre spectrum ef lssues

The repert concludes bv Statmg “the severe restnction of work hours in the United
_ngdam arz{i threughcsm Eumpe has been cons;dered a faﬁure and has resu.lteci in

Institute of Medicine :muaz;w but one whlch cieariy is not favorable tow arci their
proposal.




major categories of surgical discases. This statement was presented at the October 2008
Board of Governors meeting, voted on and successiully passed It will now be submitted

for 2009 were defeated and replaced wzth af. 1%
increase in reimbursement. Members of the College will recall that this required
successtully overriding a veto of the President. The College also leads opposition to a
recommendation made by MedPac that payments to primary care physicians be increased
at the expense of surgeons. This recommendation has been opposed by all Speciaities

. Lhat wouid be affected The. Coﬁege also opposeci efforts to hmit ph‘ys;cmn hospltai

“and Feii(}ws of the Ceﬁeg:,e




“The final part of this répbﬁ is a miscellancous series of issues that will be
mentioned only briefly. It should be noted that there was a joint meeting of the Board of

: 'reie in accredr»tmg breast centers via the Naﬁonai Accre 1tmg rogram for Breast 7
Centers. It was mentioned that over 700 centers have applied for accreditation. There

was also strong encouragement for members of the College to get involved with

ACOSOG and the clinical triais being he d through tha‘{ vehicie The fmai issue that
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